Grant Agreement between

Rice County Area United Way

and Participating Agency
This Agreement is made and entered into between the Rice County Area United Way (hereinafter “the United Way” or RCAUW) and 
(hereinafter “Participating Agency”).

The purpose of this Agreement is to outline the relationship between the United Way and Participating Agency to assure a mutual understanding and agreement.
The United Way is a collective enterprise of donors, service providers, and service recipients working together in a community-wide effort to provide efficient health and human service programs. The United Way and its participating agencies are partners in this effort, balancing the autonomy of each agency and the overall needs and objectives of the United Way system. By executing this agreement, both parties commit to working together to fulfill the conditions and spirit of the agreement.

PROVISIONS

GOVERNANCE. Both parties agree to maintain a responsible governing board whose members serve without pay, strive to be representative of the community, and meet at regular intervals. Information regarding governance and management of the participating agency (articles, written policies and procedures) will be made available to either party upon request. Both parties agree to offer opportunity for participation in programs, services, policy creation and staff employment to persons without discrimination based on race, religion, age, gender, economic status, cultural heritage, national origin or disability.

COOPERATION. Cooperation is critical to the development of high standards of mutual accountability and efficient service to our community. Both parties agree to communicate openly with each other on issues of mutual concern and to maintain confidentiality as we discuss, negotiate and resolve differences, should they occur.

PROMOTING COMMUNITY BUILDING. The United Way and Participating Agency agree to work towards a process where community members share skills and experiences to strengthen and develop each other (individuals, associations, institutions) and the community. Both parties are encouraged to participate in sharing best practices and networking, and commit to being a resource for the community at large.

Contributions to the partnership will align with size of participating agency and grant amount. 

Please check those you would like us to contact you about. Checking them off is not binding. Events will be scheduled together, as best we can. We also enjoy being part of YOUR events.

Community-building examples may include:

· Lunch and Learns co-sponsored with United Way to help the community at large understand issues our nonprofit community is working to solve
· Workshops co-sponsored with United Way for nonprofits area of expertise, that could include:
· Volunteer coordination

· Grant writing

· Event planning

Coordinated public relations activities include:
· Providing success stories and photos identifying you as a United Way partner agency to be publicized in social media or news media.
· Asking United Way to participate in YOUR event.

· Publicizing RCAUW by having one or more events each year sponsored by United Way, e.g. a special food distribution day or children’s or seniors’ activity that recognizes RCAUW as the sponsor. 
· Being an ambassador for United Way at an event such as a workplace campaign kick-off.
· Suggest another____________________________________________________

In addition, 

· Our agency/school agrees to place the United Way logo on our website and, if possible, a public location such as an office entryway. (Ask us for a cling and logo.)
DEVELOPING OUTCOMES. The United Way is committed to developing reportable outcomes for our donors and the community at large. An outcome is “a positive change in behavior, status, condition or environment because of outside efforts.” It is essential that we work together to develop a common understanding of outcomes. Participating Agency agrees to support this goal through participation in meetings, workshops, training or other discussions as needed.

VOLUNTEERISM: United Way has received a grant to develop a volunteer program emphasizing skilled volunteerism. We ask that you participate with us in this endeavor by helping community members partner with you in ways that are mutually beneficial.

We also ask that you participate in our annual Day of Caring (typically in Sept.).
REPORTING. Both parties agree to keep comprehensive and accurate financial records that conform to basic accounting and financial reporting requirements, and to have these records audited annually by an independent auditing firm. (Agencies with an annual budget under $500,000 may suffice with an external bookkeeping review.) Annual reporting of financials, clients served and other reasonable information will be required.
Interim Report

Participating Agency agrees to report to the United Way by Feb. 1, 2022, telling us whether it is on track (a simple “yes”) or if changes are being made in what the grant was designed to provide. In the latter case, we would require explanation of what has changed and how that is impacting progress.
Year-End Report

By May 31, 2024 and May 31, 2025 (for two-year grants). Plan to provide a year-end report each year, even if you are obtaining a two-year grant. We will send a form. We ask that you measure outcomes you projected in your application resulting from programming supported by the grant you received. We understand that for a year-long report, you may need to project ahead one month until the end of June or adjust the report to fit your fiscal year. Note, the end-of-year report is necessary in order for us to report progress to our donors.
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT
Fund-Raising Restrictions during UNITED WAY Campaign Period 
The United Way’s community-wide fundraising campaign has proven to be one of the most efficient local fundraising systems, done on behalf of all UNITED WAY grant recipients. During the UNITED WAY October community campaign, Partner Agencies are asked to respect and support UNITED WAY’s fundraising efforts. At that time, UNITED WAY strives to be highly visible as it sends out solicitations, organizes workplace campaigns, and has special branded events. By signing the grant agreement, Partner Agencies agree to adhere to the following guidelines. During the month of October, Partner Agencies MAY NOT:
a. Schedule major fundraising events. Examples would be galas or high-volume auctions.

b. Solicit funds directly via mail/email.

c. Solicit funds from UNITED WAY donors through personal contact. Top donors are listed on the UNITED WAY Partner Impact Report. Copies are on our website: 
d. Request of workplaces/individuals that United Way contributions be specifically directed toward themselves. (Ongoing policy: Individuals on their own may designate their contributions.)

e. Initiate or participate in non-United Way organized solicitation of employees at the workplace at any time of the year in this service area. An organized solicitation is a federated campaign in the workplace, organized with the support of the employer, through which monetary contributions are solicited from employees.

During October, Partner Agencies are permitted to:

a. Have ticket sales for later events.

b. Make requests for in-kind donations (requests for materials or services rather than funds).

c. Sell products or participate in small-scale fundraisers—carwashes, food sales, etc.

TERMINATION.  Either party may terminate the Grant Agreement by providing reasonable notice of intent and rationale. Unexpended funds must be promptly returned if:

· United Way determines that Participating Agency has not performed in accordance with the Grant Agreement.
· Participating Agency loses its exemption from federal income taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended.

· Participating Agency ceases program operations.

ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT. To acknowledge and accept the Grant terms, including the Reporting requirement and Resource Development Agreement discussed herein, and to receive the grant funds, please return a signed copy of this page by June 30, 2024, to:

Executive Director

Rice County Area United Way
P.O. Box 56

Northfield MN, 55057
Or by email: elizabeth@ricecountyunitedway.org 
The Rice County Area United Way agrees to provide this Participating Agency a grant in support of the organization or programs listed below. Payment in full of the grant amount shown below is contingent upon the United Way receiving the anticipated funds from pledges made. United Way values the work of the Participating Agency in improving the lives of members of the Rice County Area Community.
GRANT AMOUNT: __________________________
GRANT PERIOD: JULY 1, 2024 – JUNE 30, 2025 or June 30, 2026 

____________________________________________________________________
ORGANIZATION AND PROGRAM (IF APPLICABLE): 
_____________________________________________________________________
_________________________
_______
________________________________

Signature of Board President

Date

(Print name)
_________________________
_______
_________________________________
Signature of Executive Director
Date

(Print name)

Email of Executive Director: ____________________________________________________

For Rice County Area United Way:
____________________________

________

Christina Sinkler-Miller, Board Chair
Date

____________________________

________

Elizabeth Child, Executive Director

Date

Elizabeth@RiceCountyUnitedWay.org
NOTE: It is not necessary to return the entire document, but please do read it thoroughly. Thank you.
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